A Report on the IYPE Activities in Indian 

Realizing the importance of the issues related with the International Science Years, namely, International Year of Planet Earth (IYPE, 2007-2009), International Polar Year (IPY, 2007-2008), Electronic Geophysical Year (EGY, 2007-2008), and the International Heliophysical Year (IHY, 2007-2008); the Indian National Science Academy (INSA) constituted a National Coordination Committee during 2006.

The first meeting of this Coordination Committee took place on October 26 and 27, 2006 at the National Geophysical Research Institute. The main agenda was to strengthen the Science and the Outreach program of the International Years. During this meeting an MOU was signed by Dr. Ed Mulder, President of the International Year of Planet Earth Corporation (IYPEC) and Prof Harsh Gupta for effective collaboration and co-operation between INSA and IYPEC.

The year 2007 started with a well planned mega event under the auspices of Indian Science Congress. The Indian Science Congress is held every year from 3rd January to 7th January and is the largest scientific meeting in India, covering all disciplines of natural sciences. More than 5000 participants, from India and abroad, take part in this annual mega event. A focal theme is selected for each Science Congress. Considering the importance of the earth science related issues, “Planet Earth” was chosen as the focal theme for the 2007 Science Congress. Hon’ble Prime Minister of India, Dr. Manmohan Singh, inaugurated the Science Congress on 3rd January 2007 at Annamalai University and stressed on the importance of earth sciences and the need of the hour as to how to stop degradation of Planet Earth. Hon’ble Minister for Science and Technology and Ministry of Earth Sciences, in his address underlined the Government of India’s commitment of integrating all earth science related activities, and the Governments creation of a separate Ministry of Earth Sciences. India is currently the only country in the world, which has a dedicated ministry for earth sciences. Hon’ble President of India, Dr. A. P. J. Abdul Kalam, addressed the scientists and had a separate session with the students from all over the India. He formally launched Planet Earth related activities in India by releasing symbolic balloons. Several eminent scientists, including Noble Laureates, addressed the gathering. There was also a special session dedicated to IYPE. A unique feature of 2007 Science Congress was creation of a group of 12 major scientific institutions of India dealing with important aspects of Planet Earth together with IYPEC. There was a special full one-day session of the leaders from these knowledge partner institutions giving their views on Planet Earth related problems and what could be done. Outreach programs organized during the Science Congress included well-attended exhibitions. A gist of the activities held during the Science Congress and recommendations emerging can be viewed at (http://isca94.org  http://www.annamalaiuniversity.ac.in/isca/isca.htm  http://www.iypeinsa.org/)  .

The outreach activities connected with IYPE have continued during the entire 2007, including material for public education and guidance on important issues such as earthquakes, tsunamis, storm surges, ground water, oceans, floods, draughts, global warming etc. Department of Science and Technology has been very active (http://www.vigyanprasar.gov.in/Planetearth/). In response to a call from IYPE Secretariat for science posters by youngsters, they advertised and had an excellent response. From among over hundred entries, five were selected and sent for the contest. Several State Governments are also very active in propagating the message of IYPE and generating public awareness among the citizens. The Madhya Pradesh Government’s effort in this direction have been excellent (http://mpcost.nic.in/ActionPlan.pdf ; pp 29) .

The INSA created Coordination Committee for the International Years had a day long session at INSA, New Delhi on the 3rd October 2007, to review the activities and charter future course of action (http://www.iypeinsa.org/). 

Very recently, Geological Survey of India, Hyderabad made a “Rock Garden”, which was open for two days to every body and about 200 scientists were busy explaining about Earth Sciences. It was well advertised in news paper in advance (The Hindu 14th November, 2007). There are many more similar examples. A Society in Bhubaneshwar working for Mangroves (a beautiful film is made on that), educating school children etc. Similar activities are done in the other parts of the Country.

We look forward to continued activities to promote IYPE during the year 2008. Dr. Aarti Mehra, Hon’ble Mayor of Delhi, the capital of India shall be delivering an invited keynote address at official launching of IYPE at Paris on February 12/13, 2008.       

